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A Study of Reptiles
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Name ______________
Date _______
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About our facility:
In 1957, Gordon McLain purchased 40 acres of land, located just off Route 6 in
Coal Valley, Illinois. It took almost two years to clear the ground and construct
the first buildings. In 1959, Mr. McLain (a masonry contractor with an interest in
exotic animals) opened the gates to the public. The McLain’s Wild Animal Farm
was a family owned and operated venture.
Mrs. Charles Deere-Wiman purchased the farm in January of 1963 for $72,000.
In May of 1963 she deeded the farm, and an additional 200 acres to the County of
Rock Island. She stipulated that if for nay reason the zoo were to close, the
County should preserve the land with its natural flora and fauna. The zoo was
named Niabi which means “young deer spared by the hunter” in the Osage Indian
language.
The zoo grounds cover forty acres, an additional 200 acres is set aside for native
flora and fauna preservation. Niabi is home to over 1000 animals representing
over 160 species. Over 220,000 visitors a year make Niabi Zoo one of the largest
attractions in the Quad Cities. The zoo grounds also offer playgrounds, a train
ride, a carrousel, and picnic areas. Families can bring their lunch or enjoy
delicious food from the Concession Stand. The picnic area is available on a firstcome, first-served basis and cannot be reserved in advance.
In 2006, Niabi Zoo entered a new age of its growth when it became fully
accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums. This certifies our zoo as
among the best in the country and allows us to work with other AZA zoos to
continue our conservation and education efforts.
Niabi Zoo takes pride in the quality animals and experience we provide for our
communities! Our education department is committed to providing top quality
educational programming. It is our goal to help spread the message about the
importance of caring for our earth by leaving healthy ecosystems for our families
and future generations.
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Teacher’s Guide
Amphibian and Reptile Curriculum
Objectives:
1. Students will be able to define ectothermic.
2. Students will be able to discuss characteristics of various amphibians
including; frogs and salamanders.
3. Students will be able to discuss characteristics of various reptiles including
snakes, turtles, lizards, and crocodiles.
4. Students will be able to distinguish between amphibians and reptiles based
upon their characteristics.
5. Students will be able to discuss the habitats and natural history of various
amphibians and reptiles.
IL State Standards that could be applied to this program:
English Language Arts:
1A, 1B, 1C; 3A, 3B, 3C; 4A, 4B; 5A, 5B, 5C
Goal 1 (Reading): 1A, 1B, 1C
Vocabulary skills, animal stories
Goal 3 (Writing): 3A, 3B, 3C
Creative writing, animal cards, research paper, worksheets
Goal 4 (Listening & Speaking): 4A, 4B
Class discussion, student reports
Goal 5 (Research): 5A, 5B, 5C
Research, organize and report information
Science:
11A; 12A, 12B
Goal 11 (Inquiry and Design) 11A
Investigating conservation efforts, collecting data on species, Food chain
Goal 12 (Concepts & Principles) 12A, 12B
Conservation efforts, conservation status ecosystems and habitats.
Social Science:
17A, 17B, 17C
Goal 17 (Geography) 17A, 17B, 17C
Culture and demographics of where reptiles are found in the world
Relationship between humans and reptiles
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Niabi Zoo
Evaluation Form
Packet/ Kit
Please take a few minutes to complete this form and return to the Education
Department. We appreciate your input to help us provide quality educational
programs and materials! Please return evaluation form to Niabi Zoo, Kohler
Education Center. All returned evaluation forms will be entered for a drawing!
Which packet/kit did you use:
Scavenger hunt
Zoo Activity Packet

Notebook tour

Zoo Trunk

Homeschool Workbook

Creature Feature Kit

Please specify title: ____________________________________
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Please rate the following by circling the appropriate number:
1= Unsatisfactory, 4= Excellent
Information provided was useful?

1

2

3

4

Subject material was age appropriate

1

2

3

4

Would you recommend this packet/ kit to others

1

2

3

4

Packet/ kit corresponded with the field trip

1

2

3

4

Pre and post activities were relevant

1

2

3

4

If used in correlation with a field trip to Niabi Zoo:
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Vocabulary
Carnivore: An animal that feeds mainly on meat.
Diurnal: Active during the day, but inactive during the night.
Ecosystem: A collection of living things and their environment.
Ectotherm: An animal whose temperature varies with its
surroundings.
Endangered: At risk of extinction.
Fang: A long sharp tooth.
Habitat: The natural home of a species.
Herbivore: An animal that eats only plant food
Herpetology: The branch of zoology that studies amphibians and
reptiles.
Invertebrates: An animal without a backbone.
Nocturnal: Active during the night, but inactive during the day.
Omnivore: An animal that eats both plants and animals.
Prehensile: Able to wrap around and grasp objects.
Reptile: A cold blooded vertebrate with scaly skin.
Vertebrates: An animal with a backbone.
Zoology: The study of animals
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Comparing Reptiles and Amphibians
Many people think of frogs, lizards and snakes together as one group.
Often, the group of animals that they don’t like! When asked to
describe these animals, people might say things like: slimey, slithery,
cold…
How would you describe amphibians and reptiles? _____________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
In fact, there is an area of zoology devoted to studying amphibians
and reptiles. It is called herpetology. Let’s back up a bit….
Do you know what “zoology” means? Here are some hints:
The second part of the word “-ology” means “study of”.
Now can you guess? It’s not “the study of zoos”, but you
are close….
Write your definition below and then check the vocabulary list
to see if you are correct (don’t peek!).
Zoology: ____________________________________
While reptiles and amphibians have many characteristics in common,
they are different classes of animals.

7

Fun Facts About Reptiles!!

Turtles and tortoises are reptiles!

A turtle’s shell is part of its body!

Some land tortoises can reach weights of 600 pounds!

Snakes have more muscles than any other animal!

Unlike mammals, snakes keep growing until they die!

One of the largest reported crocodiles was more than 27 ½ feet long
and weighed more than 1,000 pounds!

One of the world’s most poisonous snakes is the inland taipan! This
snake is also known as the fierce snake!
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General Info on Reptiles
Cold Blooded: Modern reptiles are cold-blooded, or ectothermic. This means
that they are unable to produce their own body heat, so they rely on the sun for
warmth, and much of their behavior is directed toward regulating their body
temperature.
Like birds, most reptiles hatch from eggs that are laid on land, covered by a
protective shell.
Physical Characteristics: Reptiles breathe air with lungs, as do most mature
amphibians and all birds and mammals. And like amphibians and mammals,
most reptiles, with the exception of turtles, have teeth. Reptile skin, with its
tough, horny scales, is unique in the animal world. It is neither moist nor
permeable, like that of amphibians, nor feathered, like that of birds, nor covered
with hair, like that of mammals.
Like all vertebrates, reptiles have a central nervous system and a well-developed
brain. Most have two lungs, although many snakes have lost their left lungs over
the course of evolution. All reptiles but crocodiles and their relatives have threechambered hearts.
Most reptiles are drab shades of green, brown, and gray, presumably to blend
well with their surroundings. However, many turtles, lizards, and snakes feature
brilliant markings of blue, green, yellow, orange, and even purple. Some reptiles,
notably chameleons and anolis lizards, are able to change the color of their skin,
alternating between drab and vibrant colors by dispersing or concentrating
specialized pigment cells called melanophores. Color changes may enable reptiles
to escape notice by predators by blending with their environment, but these color
changes may be more important in communicating with other reptiles, for
instance, to attract a mate or warn a rival. As they grow, reptiles regularly molt,
or shed their outer layer of skin. This layer may be sloughed off in large flakes,
but snakes and worm lizards often shed their skin in a single piece.
Habitats: Reptiles inhabit nearly every corner of the planet, including most of
the world’s oceans. They are found in a broad range of habitats, from the bottom
of ponds and lakes to the tree lines of high-elevation alpine regions. However,
they are especially abundant and diverse in the tropics and in deserts. The single
factor that limits their geographic distribution is their inability to generate their
own body heat. For this reason, no reptiles are found in icy Antarctica or the
polar oceans, and few live within the Arctic Circle.
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Snakes
Snakes are a legless animal with a long, flexible body covered
with overlapping scales. Snakes are reptiles, a diverse group of
animals that also includes lizards, turtles, and crocodiles.
Skin: Snake bodies are covered in overlapping scales composed of a horny
material called keratin. These transparent scales make up the dry, smooth, outer
layer of skin, whose primary function is to prevent water loss. Snakes owe their
coloration to pigment cells located in the skin layer below the scales. Most snakes
display drab earth tone colors to blend with their natural surroundings. Snakes
regularly shed the outer layer of their skin as they grow. Even in snakes that are
not growing, the scales become drab and worn over time, and must be
periodically replaced by a new, healthy layer. Some species of snakes shed their
skin about every 20 days, but other species shed it only once a year. In the
shedding process, a new layer develops below the surface of the old one, which
gradually separates in preparation for being shed, or sloughed.
Venom: Several groups of snakes inject their prey with poisonous secretions
called venom. Most venomous snakes strike out and bite their prey, then wait for
their toxic venom to immobilize or even kill the animal before swallowing it
whole. Venom is produced by modified salivary glands in the upper jaw and
contains a mixture of poisons. Some of these poisons include chemicals that
disrupt the nervous system. Others are substances that break down the prey’s
tissues, so that the prey animal is partially digested even before it reaches the
snake’s stomach.
Fangs: Snakes typically deliver venom through two hollow teeth called fangs.
In a large group of snakes, the vipers, the fangs can be rotated into different
positions. When the snake is ready to strike, it points its fangs outward, but
under other circumstances it folds them flat against the roof of its mouth!
Diet: Snakes have a wide range of food preferences. Many snakes eat worms,
insects, lizards, small mammals, birds, and frogs. Some snakes, such as the
Australian bandy-bandy, feed only on other snakes. Several groups of snakes,
including the egg-eating snakes of Asia, prefer the eggs of other animals; these
snakes have modified teeth and vertebrae in the throat for breaking eggshells.
These teeth snag the shell as the egg, swallowed whole, starts down the digestive
tract; the broken shell is regurgitated. Among some species, males and females
eat different types of food. For example, male Arafura file snakes eat small fish
that inhabit shallow water, while females of the same species eat larger fish that
live in deeper water. Many snakes change their diet as they grow larger, as in the
reticulated pythons. When young, these snakes feed mostly on rats. When they
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reach about 4 m (13 ft) in length, they switch to larger prey, such as wild pigs,
monkeys, and small deer.
Snakes use diverse strategies for capturing their prey. Slender and agile snakes
actively pursue their prey, but snakes with thicker bodies, such as pythons, are
more likely to wait in a coiled position and ambush their prey as it passes by.
Many snakes begin to swallow their prey while it is still alive. The teeth of snakes
point backward and are not designed for chewing—instead, snakes use their teeth
to pin down their prey to prevent its escape. Others kill prey animals before
eating them.
Conservation Status: The biggest threat to snakes is a problem they share
with most animals—the destruction of their natural habitats for agriculture and
urban development. Paved roads are a particular danger to snakes, because
snakes are drawn to the warm surfaces and then are run over by cars. Snake
populations are also threatened by animals that humans have transported to
areas where they are not native. The poisonous cane toad, for instance, was
introduced to Australia to control an agricultural insect pest. This species, by all
external appearances a tasty treat for many Australian snake species, has caused
significant population declines because its skin contains poisons that kill the
unsuspecting snakes who prey upon it.
Human hunting also poses threats to snake populations. Pythons and boas, which
move slowly and are easy to kill, are hunted in many parts of their range both for
their skins and for their meat. In addition, growing numbers of snakes are
removed from the wild to be sold as pets.
Snakes play an important role in their ecosystems, both as predators and as prey,
yet conservationists have only recently recognized the need for preserving snake
populations. Recent conservation legislation provides hope for the preservation
of snakes. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES), an international agreement aimed at plant and animal
conservation, protects many species of snakes from being sold for their skins or
for the pet trade. In addition, local and national laws protect many types of
snakes within individual countries. In North America, for instance, the timber
rattlesnake, the indigo snake, the western ribbon snake, and the red-sided garter
snake are protected in all or parts of their ranges.
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Of the four ways in which snakes can move, serpentine locomotion, a simple
crawl, is the most common and the fastest. The snake contracts its muscles to
produce a series of waves in its body, pushing from the back of each wave to move
forward. Snakes also use serpentine locomotion to swim. In rectilinear, or
caterpillar, movement, a heavy snake uses enlarged belly scales to grip the
ground. Rectilinear movement is especially useful for moving through narrow
burrows. Both rectilinear and concertina movement, a third method in which the
snake pulls itself forward by bunching and lengthening its strong muscles in a
springlike manner, are useful for climbing. The least common kind of locomotion
is that of some desert-dwelling snakes. Called sidewinding, this motion involves
lifting a loop of the body clear of the ground as the snake moves sideways.
Sidewinding keeps the snake from slipping in loose sand.
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Lizards
Lizards constitute the largest living group of reptiles, with
more than 4,300 species in a wide variety of shapes and sizes.
Physical Characteristics: Although lizards may resemble salamanders and
other amphibians, they differ in that lizards have dry scaly skin, and most have
clawed feet and external ear openings. Most lizards are small, with four legs and a
long tail that in many species is fragile and easily broken but will regenerate; the
tail of such arboreal species as the chameleon is adapted for grasping branches.
The legs of some lizards are greatly shortened, or vestigial, making animals such
as the glass lizard or slowworm snakelike in appearance; they are distinguished
from true snakes by their movable eyelids and by differences in the structure of
the skull bones, especially those of the lower jaw. The bones of the two halves of a
lizard’s lower jaw are firmly united; those of a snake are separable.
Habitat: Lizards are found in tropical and subtropical regions throughout the
world; few species are found in temperate regions and none in arctic areas. Some
are burrowing or terrestrial animals; some, arboreal, and others, semi aquatic.
Iguanas are found in all three types of habitats.
Diet: The diets of lizards vary greatly, depending on species. While most are
insectivorous, some, such as the green iguana, are generally vegetarians. The Gila
monster, which lives in desert areas, eats reptile and bird eggs as well as small
rodents; it also has a fat reserve stored in its tail. Depending on their size,
monitors prey on insects, birds and reptiles and their eggs, small mammals, and
carrion. One species, the Komodo dragon, is large enough to be a threat to
humans.
Defense Mechanisms: Lizards have a wide range of defense mechanisms.
Only two lizards are venomous—the beaded lizard and the Gila monster—and use
their venom for defense. Many species of large lizards, although not venomous,
can defend themselves against attack by biting vigorously. When cornered, the
horned lizard can spray an intruder with blood from the corners of its eyes or,
like the chuckwalla, may retreat to a crevice and inflate its lungs with air,
increasing its size so much that it cannot be pulled out of the narrow space. The
alligator lizard has protective, armor-like scales, while the agile swift darts behind
the rocks or among the fallen trees of its habitat. Many lizards are cryptically
colored—that is, they blend in with their environment and are hard to see. Some
lizards, such as the chameleon, can change their colors as the external
environment changes.
Conservation Status: Most lizards are harmless and benefit humans by
controlling insect populations. Some species are a source of food; some are killed
for their skins, although it is now illegal to do so in many countries. A number of
species are threatened by encroachment on their habitat, and the largest living
lizard, the Komodo dragon, is on the endangered species list.
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Turtles
Turtle, reptile with a bony or leathery shell. Any shelled
reptile can be called a turtle, but in North America
people commonly use the word tortoise to designate
members of a family of turtles that live entirely on land,
reserving the word turtle for species that live in or near
water. The word terrapin, of Native American origin, is used in North America
only for the diamond-backed terrapin, a turtle that lives in the brackish waters of
eastern coastal marshes.
There are about 270 living species of turtles, which are grouped into 12 or 13
families. These families are further classified into two suborders: side-necked
turtles and hidden-necked turtles. Side-necked turtles protect their heads by
folding their necks sideways under the top edge of the shell. These turtles are
found only in South America, Africa, and Australia and nearby islands. Hiddennecked turtles pull their heads directly into the shell, using an up-and-down
motion of the neck. Hidden-necked turtles are more widespread than side-necked
turtles. They include all of the ocean-living and freshwater turtles of North
America, Europe, and Asia, as well as the land-living tortoises.
Habitat: Turtles inhabit every continent except Antarctica, in habitats as
diverse as ponds, rivers, and oceans; forests and grasslands; and even deserts.
Like all living reptiles, turtles are ectotherms. For this reason, turtles are most
abundant in warm tropical and subtropical climates. Eastern North America,
however, is home to numerous turtle species, despite its temperate climate.
Shell: In most turtles, the outer layer of the shell is covered with large horny
scales called scutes. The scutes are part of the turtle’s outer layer of skin, or
epidermis. Scutes are composed of a fibrous protein called keratin, which also
makes up the scales of other reptiles. The scutes overlap the seams between the
shell bones, adding strength to the shell. Some turtles, like the leatherback sea
turtle and the soft-shelled turtles, lack horny scutes, and instead have shells
covered with leathery skin. Some turtles have shells with flexible hinges that
allow the turtles to close off the openings in their shells through which they
withdraw their heads, tails, and limbs. These hinges protect against predators
and help prevent the turtles from drying out when they are on land. Turtle shells
are commonly brown, black, or olive green. In some species, shells may have red,
orange, yellow, or gray markings. These markings commonly appear as spots,
lines, or irregular blotches.
Diet: Most turtles are omnivores—animals that eat both plants and other
animals. Most of the smaller pond-, marsh-, and stream-dwelling species,
including the American painted and slider turtles and the European pond turtle,
eat insects, snails, worms, minnows, and tadpoles, as well as aquatic plants. The
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terrestrial box turtles of North America commonly eat small animals, but when
ripe berries are available, they may eat so many that they become too fat to close
their hinged shells.
Conservation Status: Turtles have been a successful group of animals for
over 225 million years, but today the future of many species is in doubt. Though
well adapted to survive natural threats, the massive environmental changes
caused by human activities are proving to be too much for these long-lived
creatures. Some scientists fear that human actions, including destroying turtles’
natural habitats, directly killing turtles, and even removing them from the
wilderness areas that remain, may result in the extinction of many turtle species
in the next few decades.
Turtles and tortoises are losing vast portions of their original habitats as humans
convert wetlands, forests, and grasslands to agricultural fields, grazing lands, and
villages and cities. Pollutants from farms and urban areas have degraded many
turtle habitats. Turtles are also harmed when humans alter rivers and streams by
creating dams and channels, or build sea walls or jetties on the beaches where sea
turtles lay their eggs.
The pet trade, which affects mainly small terrestrial and semi-aquatic species, is
another threat to turtles. North American box and pond turtles, as well as the
small tortoises found in the Mediterranean region, are particularly valuable to pet
trade collectors. In 1975, the United States Food and Drug Agency banned the
sale of turtles with shells measuring less than 10 cm (4 in) because many turtles
carry a type of bacteria called Salmonella that can infect humans, causing severe
gastrointestinal distress. This ban reflects the concern that young children might
put these small turtles in their mouths. Larger turtles are still sold as pets in the
United States, and turtle farmers can legally sell small hatchling turtles from the
United States to overseas markets.
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Alligators & Crocodiles

Although alligators and crocodiles are in the same family, they
are two different animals. Some characteristics are very
similar, and some are distinctive!
Alligators: Alligators have broad, flat, and rounded snouts.
Crocodiles: Crocodiles have longer, triangular snouts.
Alligators: Their lower teeth cannot be seen when their mouths are closed.
Crocodiles: A crocodile's two large lower teeth are visible when its jaw is closed.
Alligators: Feed on fish, frogs, snakes, turtles, birds, mammals, and carrion.
Crocodiles: Feed on fish, birds, turtles, frogs, and mammals. Young crocodiles
eat worms, small fish, and insects.

Alligators: In North America they are also known to attack humans
occasionally. Alligators can survive a wider range of temperatures than other
crocodilians, and they are found in more temperate regions. Only two species of
alligator exist: the Chinese alligator and the American alligator. The Chinese
alligator makes its home in the Yangtze River Basin of China. It is more timid and
much smaller than the American alligator, seldom exceeding 2.5 m (8 ft) in
length, and is considered little threat to humans. The American alligator lives
mainly in freshwater swamps, lakes, and bayous in the southeastern United
States, but it ranges as far west as the Río Grande in Texas. It is larger, reaching
up to about 6 m (about 20 ft) in length, and is potentially dangerous to humans.
Crocodiles: Crocodiles can be found by shallow bodies of water, including
swamps, marshes, and rivers. The American crocodile, the largest crocodile in
the Americas, reaches lengths of about 7 m (about 23 ft) and inhabits a broad
range from southern Florida southward, including Cuba and other Caribbean
islands, southern Mexico, Central America, and northern South America.
Conservation Status: Several species are endangered due to hunting and habitat
destruction. Crocodile eggs are used for food in some parts of the world. The
skin is highly valued for leather, and the extract from the musk glands is used in
the manufacture of perfumes. Due to over hunting, most crocodiles—including
the American crocodile—are considered endangered species.
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The Food Chain:
An ecosystem is a living community which depends on each
member and its surrounding environment. The living part
of an ecosystem is sometimes called a food chain.
Every participant in an ecosystem has an important part to play and if
one becomes more dominant than the others, the ecosystem can
develop problems.
We'll start with the producers. These are living things which take the
non living matter from the environment, such as minerals and gases
and uses them to support life. Green plants are considered producers
and they are at the beginning of the food chain.
Next are the consumers. These living things need the producers to be
their food.
Animals who eat plants are called herbivores. They are considered
consumers and are next in the food chain.
Animals who eat other animals are called carnivores. They also are
considered consumers and are a link farther along on the food chain
since they need the herbivores for their food.
Animals and people who eat both animals and plants are called
omnivores, and they are also part of the consumer piece of the
ecosystem.
Finally, the last part of the ecosystem is the decomposers. These are
the living things which feed off dead plants and animals and reduce
their remains to minerals and gases again. Examples are fungi, like
mushrooms, and bacteria.
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The Food Chain
Decomposers

Consumers

Consumers

Consumers

Producers
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Reptiles at Niabi Zoo
Visit our reptile house and Education Center at Niabi Zoo to observe our
collection of reptiles!
Snakes
Amethystine Python
Burmese Python
California King Snake
Texas Longnose Snake
Anaconda
Reticulated Python
Lizards
Egyptian Spiny-Tailed Lizard
Leopard Gecko
Madagascar Day Gecko
Inland Bearded Dragon
Blue-Tongued Skink
African Fat-Tailed Gecko
Timor Monitor
Green Iguana
Water Monitor
Turtles/ Tortoises
Leopard Tortoise
Central Asian Tortoise
Keeled Box Turtle
Three Toed Box Turtle
Ornate Box Turtle
Alligators/ Crocodiles
American Alligator
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Pre Field Trip Activities
Behind each activity you will find state goals that can be applied to each activity.

1. Have students complete the first part of the “What I Know About Reptiles”
worksheet. (3A)
2. Have students complete the “What is a Reptile” worksheet. (3A)
3. Have students complete the “Classifying Reptiles” worksheet. (3A; 12A)
4. Read fictional books to students involving a reptile! Books to consider:
“Reptiles” by Co Nature, “How To Hide A Crocodile and Other Reptiles” by
Ruth Heller, “Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate The Wash” by Trinka Hankes Noble,
“Color Of His Own” by Leo Lionni. (1A; 4A)
5. Call on students to become investigators before visiting Niabi Zoo. Have
them complete the “Animal Investigator” worksheet. (3A, 3B, 3C; 12A)
6. Have students select one animal. Using that animal, have students create
a food chain that shows where their animal fits in. Students will have to
research the diets of various animals to make sure their food chain is
accurate! (1C; 4A, 4B; 5A, 5B, 5C; 12B; 17A, 17B, 17C)
7. Reptiles are found in many places throughout the world. Using a map or
globe, discuss these locations with students. Include in discussion various
habitats found in regions of the world. Have students research culture
and demographics of the regions of the world. (1C; 4A, 4B; 5A, 5B, 5C;
12B; 17A, 17B, 17C)
8. Have students develop 3 research questions based on reptiles in general or
a specific species of reptiles. Collect and redistribute questions to
students. Using research methods have students answer the questions.
Ask several students to report their information to class! (1C; 3A, 3B, 3C;
4A, 4B; 5A, 5B, 5C; 11A; 12A, 12B)
9. Have students select one animal. Using that animal, have students create
a food chain that shows where their animal fits in. Students will have to
research the diets of various animals to make sure their food chain is
accurate! Have students make a food chain… see attached worksheet.
(1C; 3A, 3B, 3C; 5A, 5B, 5C; 12A, 12B)
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What I Know About Reptiles!
Name: ________________________________________________

Reptile I want to learn about:____________________________
Draw a picture of your reptile

Complete the sentences…
1. I used to think that

_______________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

2. Now I know that __________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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What Is A Reptile?
Name:_________________________________________________
A reptile is a cold blooded animal that has dry scaly skin,
a vertebrate (has a backbone), breaths air through lungs.
Reptiles include snakes, lizards, turtles, alligators and
crocodiles.
Circle the pictures of the animals that are REPTILES!
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Classifying Reptiles
Cut out pictures and glue them in the correct category below.

Turtles

Snakes

Lizards

Crocodiles/ Alligators
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Cut out these pictures and glue them in the correct
reptile box!
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Animal Investigator
Animal I am investigating:
___________________________________________
Use 3 sources to find information:
Source # 1: ______________________________________________
Source # 2: ______________________________________________
Source # 3: ______________________________________________

Write 3 things you learned from these sources…
1. _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

25
3. _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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Food Chain
Plants make food for all living things and use the sun’s energy to grow. When
animals eat plants, they get energy. You also get energy from eating food. Your
food may be plants or animals.
A food chain shows how energy is passed from one living thing to another. All
food chains start with plants. You can make your own food chain.
You will need:
• 8 ½in. by 11 in. sheets of paper or construction paper
• Crayons or markers
• Pencils
• Tape
• Pictures of plants and animals
1. Cut a few pieces of paper in half the long way.
2. Find a picture of a plant or draw one. Tape it to one of these strips of paper.
3. Loop the ends of the strip of paper together and add tape to make a closed
circle. You now have the first link in your food chain.
4. Find or draw a picture of something that can eat your plant. Tape it to another
strip of paper. Put one end of the strip through the first link and tape the ends to
make another closed circle. Now your food chain has two links.
5. Find or draw a picture of something that eats the animal that is eating your
plant. Make a third loop. Follow the directions in Step 4.
6. Keep going.

Here are some food chain ideas for you to start with:
Grass—prairie dog—rattlesnake
Acorn—gray squirrel—red-tailed hawk
Flower—beetle—skunk—great horned owl
Mayfly—sunfish—wood stork—alligator
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Post Field Trip Activities

1. Have students write a paragraph telling which reptile was their favorite
and why. Include in the paragraph a fact about that reptile that you did
not know before visiting the zoo.
2. Have students choose a reptile they did not see at the zoo and research it
further. Have them find information and pictures and put it together to
present their findings to the class. This will give students a chance to
learn about different species of reptiles.
3. Make a “Zoo Book” about the animals you have learned about. Use the
observation sheet completed at the zoo for information on each animal.
4. Have students write a riddle about a reptile of their choice. Have them
draw a picture of a reptile and write several sentences containing clues to
figure out… Who Am I! Have several students read their riddle to the class
and figure out which animal the riddle is about!
5. Have students use their “Animal Investigators” worksheet to create animal
fact cards. These cards should contain true or false facts on various
animal(s) studied. Use 3x5 index cards. Add creativity by having
students draw pictures or cut out pictures and glue to the cards.

6. Have students play the Animal Safari game.

7. Have students put together a book which includes a fictional story about a
reptile of their choice and pictures of that reptile. Choose several students
to read their story to the class.
8. Are there any reptiles which are or are becoming a threatened species?
Have students find reptiles that are in danger and research various
conservation efforts.
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What Is A Reptile?
Name:_________________________________________________
A reptile is a cold blooded animal that has dry scaly skin,
a vertebrate (has a backbone), breaths air through lungs.
Reptiles include snakes, lizards, turtles, alligators and
crocodiles.
Circle the pictures of the animals that are REPTILES!

29

Classifying Reptiles
Cut out pictures and glue them in the correct category below.

Turtles

Lizards

Snakes

Crocodiles/ Alligators

30

31

Reptiles
Observation Sheet
Name:
Reptile
American
Alligator

Blue Tongued
Skink

Water
Monitor

Anaconda

Kind of Reptile
Snake
Lizard
Turtle
Crocodilian
Snake
Lizard
Turtle
Crocodilian
Snake
Lizard
Turtle
Crocodilian
Snake
Lizard
Turtle
Crocodilian

What it looks like!

Interesting Facts
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Reptiles and Amphibians
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CROCODILIANS
DARTFROG
DESERT
ECTOTHERM
HABITAT
HERPETOLOGY
METAMORPHOSIS
MONITOR
OMNIVORE
POND
PREY
PYTHON
SALAMANDER
SCALES
SHEDDING
SHELL
SKINK
TADPOLE
TOAD
TORTOISE
22 of 22 words were placed into the puzzle.

Solution

Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com
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